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Ofsted Curriculum Workshops; Autumn 2018

https://www.slideshare.net/Ofstednews/curriculum-workshop-126193516
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Curriculum Narrowing
• Ofsted’s research into the curriculum has shown that some 

schools narrow the curriculum available to pupils, particularly 

in key stages 2 and 3. This has a disproportionately negative 
effect on the most disadvantaged pupils.

• It is appropriate that, in key stage 1, teachers focus on 
ensuring that pupils are able to read, write and use 

mathematical knowledge, concepts and operations; therefore, 

curricular breadth and balance are less important at this stage. 

From key stage 2 onwards and in secondary education, 

however, inspectors will expect to see a broad, rich curriculum.

• That includes languages and the humanities, along with the 
arts and other creative subjects. Inspectors will be particularly 

alert to signs of narrowing in key stages 2 and 3 curriculums
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Cultural Capital e.g …

The Arts



Subject Knowledge 

– where are you?

• Content knowledge

• Pedagogical knowledge

• Pedagogical content knowledge



Key features of Ofsted’s current messages 

about curriculum:

• The importance of knowledge acquisition 

• The importance of teaching vocabulary.



Curriculum flexibility ( p41)

158. The curriculum sets out the aims of a programme of 
education. It also sets out the structure for those aims to be 
implemented, including the knowledge, skills and 
understanding to be gained at each stage. It enables the 
evaluation of pupils’ knowledge and understanding against 
those expectations. 

159. All pupils in maintained schools are expected to study the 
national curriculum subjects, religious education and age-
appropriate sex education. 58 Academies are expected to offer 
all pupils a curriculum that is similar in breadth and ambition 
to the national curriculum, including the requirements to 
teach English, mathematics, science, and religious education.



From Page 13

Inspection of religious education (RE) and collective worship 

33.The Secretary of State designates certain schools as having 
a religious character.24 In schools without a religious character, 
Ofsted inspects RE and collective worship as part of inspections 
under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. This is different in 
schools with a religious character. In these schools, 
denominational education and collective worship are inspected 
by a body appointed by the maintained school’s governing body 
under section 48 of the Education Act 2005 or as provided in 
the academy’s funding agreement. 25



Please refer to the new Ofsted Criteria for a 

GOOD school  to see expectations around Intent, 

Implementation, Impact.

Implications for the SACRE? 



Next Steps
-To provide some advice for schools on how to create an 

intent statement for RE; provide an III overview.

-Ensure that all teachers are aware of the progressive 

knowledge, concepts and skills in the RE curriculum

-Provide training for teachers to improve their content 

pedagogical knowledge.

-Continue to provide advice on how to undertake formative 

assessment and form summative judgements in RE.


